LESSON 6

Let's Talk in the Past Tense!

In this lesson, you will learn to

e tell about past activities, using the past tense of verbs in both affirmative and
negative forms accompanied by time expressions related to the past;

e read and write short narratives that involve many expressions in the past tense;

e describe various activities, using expressions of degree such as a little, a lot, and not
at all;

e make statements or carry on conversations, using a subject emphasis marker;

e use a topic marker to introduce the direct object of a verb as the topic of a sentence;

e make statements or carry on conversations, using the conjunction but correctly; and

e write more advanced katakana words related to clothes, music, transportation, etc.



Verb Conjugation: Non-past and Past Tenses

The list below shows the conjugation of the verbs you have already learned. Non-past tense

relates to the present or future, and past tense relates to the present perfect or past.

Non-past Tense Past Tense

English Affirmative Negative Affirmative Negative

to go WEET WEEEA WEELE WEFEHATLE
to come TET TEEA XFELE XFEHATLE
toreturn | 2220 £ MR VEFAL | PAVELE MRV EFATLE
to eat feET Te_XEHEA Te_XE L Te_XEHEATLE
to drink DHET DIHERE A DHE LT DHFEFATLE
to read FHET LHFEHEA IHFELE IHFEFATLE
to see HET HEE A HELE HEHATLE
to sleep RET NEEAL NPELE NEFEATLE
to get up BEET BXEEA BEELE BXEHEATLE
to buy MNET MONERA MNE LT MNNFEFATLE
to do LEd LEHA LEL LEHATLE
tomake | 2< D EF O VEFAL | DKV ELE D VWEHATLE

Note: The Japanese verb ending -% 7" usually changes in the order of -£ 7, -F %A, -F L7,

and -£ /AT L7z when the verb is conjugated.

Task @ Practice verb conjugations as instructed by your teacher. Pay attention to pitch
accents since they may shift as a verb is conjugated.

Activity Verb conjugation activity directed by your teacher

Vocabulary

Verbs listed above in past tense in both affirmative and negative forms




Task 2 @ Say the following combined time expressions in Japanese. Remember that in
Japanese, a time expression always begins with the largest unit and ends with
the smallest unit.

1. 6:00 p.m. last Wednesday 7. last October

2. the 20th of last month 8. last night

3. 8:30 a.m. yesterday 9. last Friday

4. the 7th of last month 10. last winter

5. summer break last year 11. the morning of the day before yesterday
6. the 19th of May last year 12. the evening of the day before yesterday

Task 3 @ Translate each of the following sentences into Japanese.

1. Bill's older brother bought a magazine and a book at the bookstore yesterday.
2. Mr. Takada ate beefsteak at a restaurant last Friday night.

3. Mr. Smith played tennis with his friend at the park last Saturday morning.

4. My father made a doghouse last month.

5. The rabbit drank water and ate a carrot this morning. (Don't use Z ®.)

6. | did not do my math homework last night.

7. Mary did not buy Christmas presents last year.

8. My friend did not come to my house last Saturday afternoon.

9. My Japanese teacher went back to Japan in April last year.

10. My grandmother did not go to college.



Activity Conversations in past tense

Carry on conversations with your classmates in Japanese on various topics as shown
below, using past tense and time expressions correctly. You must answer all questions in
the affirmative. Just make up your answer! It does not need to be true.

Examples of topics:

1. What time did you get up this morning?
2. What did your mother eat yesterday for lunch?
3. What did your father drink this morning?
4. Whom did you come to school with this morning?
5. What did your cat eat last night for supper?
6. What time did you go to bed last night?
7. What did you eat at the movie theater?
8. Whom did you go to the concert with last week?
9. Where did you eat dinner last night?
10. Which day of the week was yesterday?

11. Which day of the week was the day before yesterday?

You may add more topics according to your teacher's instructions.

Katakana Enrichment (///>

o

Rewrite each word, using katakana. Tell what each word represents.

1. su po-—tsu 5. su ki— 9. resuringu
2. bare—bo-ru 6. ba su ke t to bo—ru 10. fu t to bo—ru
3. aisusuke-to 7. ro—ra—su ke—-to 11. bo ku shi n gu

4. jo gi n gu 8. bo—ri ngu 12. o ri n pi k ku



II. The Smiths in Japan

Task % Read the story and translate it into English. Answer the questions in Japanese.

AIASIE AFVALATY, LT LODTEVRID 2 NID
FATNTT, TLRADIANDIICT BLIALEWS L LT IZITAIZ
XFE L, BoRTHRIT LEBRD To0nn <D WONETTLE,
FNT, AIRAIAEBLSAE VxZH2%LELE, TxHE
WEFE LT, Txo&T IKEADSDNVELTT, AIRAIATLHIT
HVRADITIDHITA XY ZA~INZD ET,

1. AIAZAEFRIZCATT D,

2. ASAZADOLITEIEFE AT,

3. A AZIAIE W [ZIFANEE LI,

4. I2ivE EFE LM

5. ASAIADBEISALEBROIALL TFELI,

6. RORTHIT VONL W DOETTLRED,

7. AR ASAEBLS ST BROVPTHIC RICE2LE LD,
L ETANEE LD

XX O EIE ITIFAD LY ETTO,

10. AR ASATEBIE VWD A XY R~ ETh,

0o

Yo}

Vocabulary
DNxZ9 (noun) travel; trip. ~% L %7 to travel
Trok (proper noun) Kyoto
ERS (noun) town
SDHWN (adjective) old
~7=5 (suffix) (used to indicate plural for people and

animals)



Task 2 @ &and X

Both & and X° are particles and their function is to list multiple nouns. & is used to list
all the necessary nouns while X° is used to list some of them with an implication that
there are more. Study the following sentences and translate them into English, paying
attention to the circled particles.

lLa ZXroobs, “vOhlLit 7=XFL,
L EXrODbE, NU®KLE ERELE,
2. a. TrhADRHO, AR Qoa—a—r~ WEFELE,
X IRADRDS, RA PR =a—a—r~ VWEELE,

[on

[on

Oral Practice: Expressions with <°

Say each expression below, using <> properly.

1. books, magazines, CDs, etc. 3. trees, flowers, mountains, etc.

2. my father, mother, grandfather, etc. 4. houses, churches, schools, etc.

Special Words to Show Amount or Degree

1.1did a lot.

Task @ 72 < & Avis used to imply that the subject has or does something a lot. Read the
following sentences and translate them into English.

1. 1Z1T XX RhRADROSRTIRIZ 2WIDIFAE L SALHFE L,
2. BT &AL EDH LLIMAT RAZTIEIE L EALFE LT,
3. HALW HYDIZHBLYWNZ llix 7 ovF—%27< SADDFE LT

Note: The word 7= < & A may be placed before the direct object as shown below.

1. ¢« 72K & 2WIDIEFATZIAELT],
2. KA RAUZT OB LELL,
3. ¢« ¢ K EA TuF—%EODFE LT,

Vocabulary 7 v F— (noun) cookie



Task 2 @ A H A is an adverb, and it means not at all. It is used with a negative
predicate. Read the examples and translate them into English.

1. IZF<OBLWELIT D) HAFAL OPhELFEATLE,
2. b2 LOBE I IAT B iTE BATA OBRFHA,
3. UK AL HALYWOIDLWY D E01E HATA SAZXxrH9%

LEEATLE, &bEHE <& F—2zmLlELT,

Note: 1. At A takes a negative predicate as shown above. Though it is not dealt
with in this textbook, & A A is sometimes used to emphasize a statement
whether it is affirmative or negative in the informal colloquial style.

2. Like 72< & A, 7 Z L and ¥ At A can be placed before or after the direct object

as shown below.

a. h&a<AIL &) FZL LwlEwnwalLE L
b. bleL Dk e )3T HFATA E—ARITEDOHLEHEA,

Katakana Enrichment /f)

Rewrite each word, using katakana. Tell what each word represents.

1. rein ko-to 4. ja ke t to 7. bu—tsu
2. ne ku ta i 5. su ka— fu 8. su ka—to
3. burau su 6. ne k ku re su 9.iyaringu
Vocabulary FAE AL (adverb) not at all. used with a negative predicate
(Y%L (noun) nap. ~% L ¥ 7 :to take a nap

= (noun) game



Oral Practice: Response with a lot, a little, or not at all

Respond to each question in three different ways as shown by the example. Pay attention
to the tense used in each question.

Example: Q: H72721F LASAEZ  LHAETDH,
A L3, < KHFET
2.3, 2L kB ET
3. LW, FAREAL KARFERA

1. 7L FWIZhH T LEERRE T,

2. HTE Fro0bS HITITAZTEE LI
3. BT AR—=YELETD,

4, HRT-OFAENT B =N EDORET D,

5. HR7E T HLOT RETI

6. H7eTlE HALWS SAFELELED,

7. HBRIZOBLNET BHLLEDHET D,

8. HRT-DBMNbIET 1T EBTENET D,

9. ®RTZIT K< BEAZLBHETI

Creative Writing: Writing in the Past Tense

Write about the things you did last week, during your spring or winter break, or
yesterday, using verbs in the past tense correctly. Use conjunctions such as = L T,
Fn, and Z41 T effectively. Also use X°, 72 < S A, 72 L, and A A whenever
it is applicable. Complete your assignment according to your teacher's instructions.



Conjunction: [+ &

Task @ The following examples show how the conjunction |F & is used to connect
sentences. Read each sentence and translate it into English as instructed by your
teacher.

Example A:

In the following sentences, |J &£ implies but or however. It is always directly attached to the
ending verb of a preceding sentence. A comma may be used after I £.

L HLEZIFELIVUTTILE BoZi~WNEET, o295 T REID
LbWna LET,

2. bl UIL TxRAUITIV XZOZLEEATLIEGE, ZELIL LET,

3.RFELEZEIAIE EXRADHEIT IZIFASIPZIVELTE,
HBWRADIRDOIZ £l TAUVAI~NEET,

4, A=V —EADBLE I EMIDPO LS VATTTE, BrdH AT
LEIDSZIDBANR DFAENTT,

Example B:

IF &£ is often used as a loose sentence connector without an exact implication such as but. It
serves as a softener to avoid directness in a conversation as shown below.

b FHDOSA, TEODITIT THTETH
L5D: Wz, THriFTEEATE,

b Uod, WolL X TARART—RMIWNEEHEAD,

5D W TTha, WEELE I,
Activity Create a dialogue with your partner, following the format shown in Example B.

Memorize it and present it to your class according to your teacher's
instructions.

Vocabulary ~FE (conjunction) but; however
L&Hu (noun) game; match; competition



Special Study: [ as a Topic Marker

Task % The topic marker |3 often replaces the direct object marker % when the direct
object is a topic in the conversation. Study the following examples and translate
each one properly according to the explanation given in the Note.

1. ThAZ@ 7=_ELED |
Wz, VAZE@ 7E=_EFRATLETE, #0A@ ~_FELE, |
2. T2 2D LwFEVW@E LELED, |
MIwv, LEL7 |
55 @ 2]
(TR DL FEVE) LEEATLE, |
3. [E952%2AT 9% 20A@® HELED, |
(25@) AHEEATLETE, EVAE AHELE |
4. [F—=FT <o@»NELED, |
O@PNEFATLETE, TELA®PVELE, |
5. (2@ NELED, |
Iy, AnELE, |
Codb, v HicwH @ 2]
[¥w 92w 5(@ PVFEEATLE, |
Note: In Example 1 above, ¥ A T is the direct object of averb,so W A Z%7-_XE L7=7> isa
regular form of a question. With the topic marker /% in place of %, A Z becomes the

topic of the conversation. It may be translated as "Speaking of apples, have you eaten
one?"

Vocabulary TR A (noun) tangerine
= (noun) egg



Review

Fun with vocabulary

In each group, find the word that does not belong with the others.

10.

11.

12.

13.

LAL®L
RV
AR—
Y. VAVB RO

BiEbHI A

)

SR A

Lo LA

. HE

EH7EH
XxroL»o
RWARVAS

CEILw

by 5 X
INATF T
L
THLA
TENH <N
NN N
Bl
Bbe

72D

7S
L& k9
I

ANERSES

Katakana Enrichment

=V VG
WhHZ

T g A=
7=
Wk

Mo 9

TAEW
LZ &
SN

HN T

Txroel
Tuyal—
Lo LD
PR—F f—
BIZWEA
B

T XA

T IITw )
bk
UL RV A
XxroMnLk
HEE

AYZS

Rewrite each word, using katakana. Tell what each word represents.

1. be—ko n

2. ma—garin

3. yo—gu ru to

4. ho t to do g gu

5. ba ta—

6. pi—na tsu ba ta-

7. po te to chi p pu
8. ma yo ne—zu

9. so—se—ji



