LESSON 11

Action in Progress

In this lesson, you will learn to

e express action in progress, using the - T form of verbs from seven verb groups;

e carry on dialogues, using progressive expressions in various situations;

e use location words such as inside, nearby, and outside to describe activities or
events;

e identify actions in progress shown in many kinds of images, using correct verbal
forms;

e use correct particles in relation to special verbs such as to ride and to stand up;

e pronounce each verb in progressive form with correct pitch accent; and

e read and write short paragraphs that describe a variety of activities in progress,
using your knowledge of the progressive forms of Japanese verbs.



Action in Progress: Japanese Progressive Expressions
Introduction to -T form

Japanese progressive expression: - form of averb + \Z &4

Since Japanese progressive expressions are made of the -C form, your first job is to
learn the form of each verb. The following pages show how the - T form is made from
each verb, along with examples of sentences that use progressive expressions. The
verbs are classified into seven groups according to their - T form.

Different verb classifications are commonly used, including u-verb and ru-verb groups.
The unique verb classification system used in this lesson was developed based on the
-masu form verbs that are introduced throughout this textbook. U-verb and ru-verb
classifications are based on the Romanized verbs in plain style. Plain style will be
introduced in Book 2 of the Japanese for American High School Students series.

Before you start, you need to know the names of the parts of a verb in the -% 3 form.

Example A: 7= X 9 W FET MR
R K R K R

ESeh

Ul
K

The above diagram shows how the - % 7§~ form of verbs is constructed. The

part (R) is called the root or stem: it does not change and can be written in
kanji. The part (K) is called the key syllable: it plays an important role in making
the -T form. Remember that the key syllable in each verb is located just before
the ending -£ 7.

Example B: & %9 2 ET
R R

These verbs are called three-syllable verbs in this textbook because they have
only three syllables in their - % 9~ form and do not have a key syllable.

Note: As the verbs change from regular - § form to the progressive forms, some of them
shift their pitch accent to a different syllable or syllables. Pay attention to the
pronunciation when you practice with your teacher.



Group I: -\ T Form

Task 1 % Practice the Group | verbs in the - £ 4~ form, the - T form, and the progressive
form according to your teacher's instructions. Pay attention to the pronunciation
of each progressive form.

English -% 4 Form -T Form Progressive Form
to listen TEET ENT EAANGAE:S N
to write or draw MEET NG PN TNET
to play (piano) (O33R [ONANE OWVWTWVET
to play (flute) SEFET 5N SNTWET
to bloom SEET ST ENWTWET
to cry X E4 2T RN TUWET
to walk HHEET &HHUNT HHNTNET
to polish HPEET FDINT FFHINTUNVE T

Note: In this group, the key syllable = changes to \» to make the -C form.

Task 2 Q% Read each sentence and translate it into English.

1. L LBLAIE ~T bEbHLWLWEYZOCDEEWVWTWVET,

2. 13523 AF WET TAVIOELETEBIZ 2WI T ThksE

IDUNTUNE —3‘0
Vocabulary (Eb7Eh) I (particle) to (a friend). indirect object marker
(ZWZ) T (particle) in (English)

T (noun) letter. for correspondence



Group lll: -L T Form

Task 1 <é%7 Practice the Group Il verbs in the - % 4~ form, the - T form, and the progressive
form according to your teacher's instructions. Pay attention to the pronunciation
of each progressive form.

English -¥ 7 Form -C Form Progressive Form
to speak IT7e LET IT72 LT IT7e L CWET
to search SBLET S LT SBLTWVET

Note: 1. In this group, the key syllable L does not change to make the - T form.
2. Theverb L %7 is a three-syllable verb with no key syllable, and it is included in
Group VII.

Task 2 ﬂ% Read each sentence and translate it into English.

1. B2, 9H3NTT L, ATV FRLnET L,

LT LEL X 9,

2. A=Y & ELEIPAT IKIEAZOLLEIE ERLTWVET,

3. BhzaAld WE ~RT RIZELTCWDET), | *
(Eb72bE TADLTIEHEARALTOVET, |

*L TV £ is a progressive form of L 9. It will be explained later as a
Group VIl verb. It is introduced here for purpose of the conversation.

4. Var{Ald IKIFACALE KEBAZTIERLTVET K,

Vocabulary SIMLET (transitive verb)  to search
BIRE N (noun) every one of you; you all
VAL (adjective) noisy; loud
LMz LET to keep quiet
(ChP) T (particle) on (the phone)

CLx (noun) dictionary



Activity 1 Let's perform!

Act out the action in progress every time your teacher says a phrase in the progressive
form in Japanese. How do you perform searching for something?

Activity 2 What are they doing?

Your teacher may show you pictures of people or animals doing something that involves
verbs from Groups |, I, and Ill. Say what they are doing in Japanese progressive form.

Oral Practice: Progressive expressions with Group I, I, and Il verbs
Directions: Carry on a conversation as the example shows, using the list words and phrases.
Example: (Sachiko  play the piano)

(EHZ ST WE RIZELTOHETD, |

(e 7 ) ZOWTWET, |

1. Mitsuko listen to the radio

2. Tom play the guitar

3. Toshio write an English composition
4. Reiko look for an English dictionary
5. Mr. Yamada swim in the lake

6. John row a boat with his friend

7. your music teacher play the flute

8. elephant and giraffe walk

9. Mrs. Maeda's baby cry loudly

10.

11.

12.

your older sister
Mr. Morita's wife

Mrs. Honda's husband

polish her shoes
talk on the phone

play the violin



Group V: -> T Form

Task 1 Q% Practice the Group V verbs in the - % 9 form, the - T form, and the progressive
form according to your teacher's instructions. Pay attention to the pronunciation
of each progressive form.

English %7 Form -T Form Progressive Form
to sit down OV ET T oo T THhoTWVWET
to sell SV ET VACHE 9o TNET
to rain or snow S0 FET 5o T SoTWNET
to ride DY ET D>T Do TNET
to run TV E4 TL-T TLoTWET
to make 2D ET 2L 5T DL O TWET
to learn RHWET 2B o T o TVWET
to wash HHVET HHoT HHoTNET
to smoke (tobacco) ERAESD 4o T T oTWET
to sing I NET I7-T o TNET
to stand up thbEd 725 oo TWET

Note: 1. In this group, the key syllables ¥, \», and & change to a small - to make
the -C form.
2. Always pay attention to the pitch shifting. Listen carefully to your teacher's
demonstration.



Group VI: -XTC, 2T Form

Task 1 f(%? Practice the Group VI verbs in the - £ 7~ form, the - T form, and the progressive
form according to your teacher's instructions. Pay attention to the pronunciation
of each progressive form.

English -¥7 Form -T Form Progressive Form
to eat To_ET 72~ T T2 _RTCWVWETS
to teach BLAET BLZT BLZTWET

Note: 1. The key syllables of the verbs in Group VI are from the fourth row syllables in the
hiragana table. The fourth row key syllables do not change to make the - T form.

2. As you have learned, the key syllables in the Group Il verbs also do not change to
make the - T form; however, they do change when they are in the dictionary form
while the fourth row key syllables in the Group VI verbs never change. That is why
they are in separate groups. Verbs in the dictionary form will be introduced in Book 2.

Task 2 %%? Read each sentence and translate it into English.

1. E95D22ATIE EH5525bn Wk ODHZRFAEZEXTVET,

SDNFIANT T H ATV ET, £ —TFT vV ELEXTVES, & HiT

I ZL_XTWET, VAT FoEEXTWVET,

2. LD DOIAIET TH95T9T TIoONKEBLATVET, BT

By INoZHT 2WNWIEZBLAXTWVWET, BLEADOBIZWEAD

FAREWTY, 20T FAMYZZBLATWES, *

*¥ L 2 TV &7 does not necessarily mean that he or she is teaching at this
moment. It indicates that he or she is a teacher.

Vocabulary BLAET (verb) to teach
EH (noun) tiger



Activity 1 Let's perform!

Act out the action in progress every time your teacher says a phrase in the progressive
form in Japanese. How do you perform Someone is teaching?

Activity 2 What are they doing?

Your teacher may show you pictures of people or animals doing something that involves
various verbs. Take turns asking, " T R &R LTV ET 0" Everyone
answers together, using Japanese progressive forms correctly.

Activity 3 Quiz with pantomime (Group activity)
Each group is assigned a number of verbs from Groups V to VII. With your group
members, create an interesting pantomime for each verb and present it to the class.

The other groups respond to each presentation by telling in Japanese what each
pantomime represents, using a progressive expression correctly.

Reading Comprehension: Quiet Evening after Supper

Task % Read the following story and translate it into English with help from the vocabulary
list on the next page. Answer the questions related to the story.
WE ZZEFHUETY, ELBAENRET b9 BFAZEFAE
Te_XE LT, WETIE ELBLADELE I SADRELENWEA S SR
LASAEZE LFATOET, WS LD EIHoAL BEHIIADZEIT
EY DALY 9 EZLTHVWET, RIOIFAIFALIT SH5EADS 2T
RTCVWET, VRDOPLATIE IZhDOWRIROZEIET JIFAZETZRT
WET, BOrHISADZHRZET PN EZAT BELEHLH-TNET,
BIZWSADHOBL AT LbEbe TADLTEHRLTWET, LB
SAE ~RT ZVIZTDOLw L EVDOEL BSAENPNTWET, & T

HON TIL SoTWET,



Conjugation of Progressive Forms

Task 1 C% Practice conjugating progressive forms as shown below.

1. (1) am writing a letter. THRBZEDPNTNET,

2. (1) am not writing a letter. TRBZEZDPNTNER A,

3. (I) was writing a letter. TRBZEIPWTWNE LT,

4. (1) was not writing a letter. TRBEZDPWVWTWERHATL,

Note: Asshown above, the ending -\ 7 is conjugated but the - T form section remains
the same.

Task 2 f% Practice conjugating progressive forms, using many verbs as directed by
your teacher.

Task 3 ¢ Read each example and translate it into English.

1. TOIDIZHLEIWE ETHWVWWTAXTTLERETE, bER TH
Wi=mo72T3, 1T WhiIzbLw9o H2BT RATWELE,

2. [TELBAUETE WE AT 2952 L TWVETH,
Wz, LTWEHAL, IThT Wiot s HEATHET, |

3. ALY L9502 A~NEE L, NI OLSRELTVELE,

BoltHWiE WIoRNrT BIWTWELE, S50 EoAT
BPrHIADBLHEZDATHE LT,

4. TWE HDOBSoTVETD, |
Wz, o TVEFAL, |

[Codh, TM™TFTEL LI |
2z, TO™TELXE I, |

Vocabulary Bo L (noun) seal. animal
BHH (noun) mother's milk



Review Activity

A. Conversation in class

[EEN

RVAY= N SVl = SN N VA= i /N
2. FIZT plZELTWVETH,

.WE BHARTEDIIFATOEATEWT RICE L TWET D,

w

D

WV E O BHONSESTOET D,
L HBRTEOELTIE WE L BDERDY SWVTWET D,

Ul

6. TDHIDLD LwoH LA Hipl-id RITEZLTWELED,

~N

CAVWE D ZORMNTIE RIERH Y £,

L BHRTEDOIIFATORNEXT LY TT,

00

TR OFNEXIT E o TI,

Yo

10. HRT-ON>Z H9DOHEMIZ DI VPAE LS BH D 3D,
11. H7R7=-OF X 2R ThHho TWETI,
12. HRT=OHIHOEHENIT ZTIHIZANRH Y F3 D,

B. Write a companion word such as an antonym for each of the following.
1. L& 3. 72h 5. L 7. 2HbFET 9 BB NET
2. hET 4. T 6. 5D 8 AN 10. B LW

C. Verb conjugation: Conjugate each verb in the -% 3 form.

1. to stand up 5. tofly 9. to wash 13. to smoke tobacco
2. toride 6. to walk 10. to swim 14. to play the piano
3. to teach 7. to sell 11. torow aboat 15. to search

4. to bloom 8. tocry 12. torun 16. to play the flute



